Alaskans and Climate Change
August 2006 Poll Results from Decision Research

· Over 81% of Alaskans are convinced that global warming is happening and a majority (55%) believe it is caused primarily by human activities.
· Majorities of Alaskans believe that global warming is a serious threat to themselves and their family (55%), to their community (59%), Alaska as whole (71%) and to plants and animals (76%).
· Alaskans trust family and friends (86%), scientists (82%) and environmental organizations (63%) to tell the truth about global warming. Only 29% trust Alaskan politicians to tell the truth on this issue. 
· Most (48%) Alaskans think global warming requires immediate government action; 45% see it as longer term problem. 

· Over 81% of Alaskans favor (54% strongly favor) regulating greenhouse gas emissions from power plants.

July 2006 Poll Results commissioned for The Nature Conservancy
· Alaska voters rate global warming as a serious concern, ranking them on par with issues like the cost of housing and taxes.
Concern About Issues Facing Alaska, 2006
	Issue
	Total Ext./Very Serious, 

2006

	The cost of health care
	77%

	The cost of gasoline
	64%

	Crime
	57%

	Loss of jobs in the fishing industry
	56%

	The cost of housing
	55%

	Global warming
	50%

	Pollution of rivers, lakes and streams
	50%

	Global climate change
	48%


· The percentage of Alaskans rating global climate as at least a “very serious” problem has increased by 23 % since 2001 (from 25% to 48%).
· 79% of Alaska voters consider themselves to be a conservationist. 37% of survey respondents labeled themselves as “strong” conservationist, while an additional 42% classified themselves as a “moderate” conservationist.
November Elections
According to Zogby International, “half of Americans who voted in the mid-term elections said concern about global warming made a difference in who they voted for.” (Zogby Press Release 11/16/06). This was especially true for Hispanic and younger voters, and increasingly for religious voters. 

Based on a poll surveying 19,356 adults, Zoby also found that 58% of voters agreed that their elected officials should make combating global warming a high priority and 75% said Congress should pass legislation promoting renewable and alternative energy. 

