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The Matanuska Susitna Basin
Salmon Conservation Partnership

Every vear, the streams of the Matanuska Susitna
Basin {Mat-Su} fill with hundreds of thousands of
salmon rctm'ni;]g to their natal homes to spawit,
Ocean-bright Chinook, coho, sockeye, pink and
chum pour inte the rivers, feeding everything
from world-class rambow trout, char and grayling
to bald cagles, brown bears and humans,

People travel from around the world to
fish for these salmon and trour and o view
the wildlife that feed on them. Alaskans depend
on these fish for sportfishing, subsis

commercial fishing and the ecconomic benefits

of tourism. Salmon are at the heart of the Alaskan

omy and way of life.

The greatest risk to salmon and other fresh-
water fislt arises from many small actions com-
paunding over time to degrade ripartan habitat
and water quality, change water flow and quantity,
and block access to habitat. This steady loss of
vaJuable habitat is the story belnnd dechning and
h in the rest of the counuy.

v growing communities and

mereased demand for natural resources in the

sin, Mat-Su citizens now have the opportunity
to write a different story, one that combines
economic prosperity with healthy salmeon and
fish habitat.
the Mat-Su Basin Parts

aununities, landowners, agencices,

story is beginning now with

1ip, which is comprised

rofit organizations.

» for salmon 15 a story of
balance--a story of thriving fish and wildlife,
healthy sport, commercial and subsistence
' , ccononue growth, and 1

human communitics. We believe this work can

be accomplished cost effecuvely wath sufticient

planning, wise deve andd modest 1nvest

ment i fish habitat protecuion, restoration,

and enhancemn

[rew opportanitics remain m the world 1o
do 1t right the first tme around. Conservation
funding s hiom must invest 1n places

where there 1s grear hkelihood of strong reoum
and success on the ground. The Mat-Su Basin s
one of those places and the riming couldn’t be

beteer for thas effort.
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- Nk it rich history of farming,
thie Mat-Su Basin is Alaskas
heartland. As in many places in
the U.S., however, agricultural
steds are 1apicly beng
converled w0 resiclential and
recreational subadndsions, with
ACCOMPanying commercial
developinent, Moreovey, the -
basin boasts mineral, tirnber,
pebiieurs and other natural -
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Taking Action

fi the next froe yedars, the Mat Sy Basin Dertnersbup wdli:

# Comploe o comprehensive asanmment of MarSu warersheds, 1 fading

Fprionitization of Db habiial protection, restoration and anbancemont needs:

P Cuardmare an outeach and adecation campaign. and eaablish an

erganized netvork of voluprerss, arpanizetions, agencies and businesses

wenking on watershed ssues;

i Restore key fish habitai by revegetating &mngﬂl strewm banks, creating
fishrand-people-frnendly Bahing arcas, removing barriers to fish passage, and
reestablishing natural aream steucture and tlow

# Protect tneaened essential Lisi habitats and public access by working with
willing fandewners te acquire habitat and conservation casements;

# Improve nunagement of habitat on public lands by increasing covrdination
between Tocal, state and federal partners; and

# Leverage symificant private and pubiic funding in the achiovement of the
partiership goals for watershed and salmon conservagion,

Lol copsumiesey mpnbess and partees axgasizations work fgeeher to mstare sivxction

il wogesntion te an eroded stambank dusing @ rcon wstonitio worksbop.

On the Ground Results

First Project, Fzm Success af the National }'zslz Habitat Initiative in Aldska

Athabascan Elders _of the Clhickalmn Tribe tell stories of Mqos; C{ee‘k _ pm]ect oomplehon aduk Chm{mk saimon were' paSsmg 11’:@ Z-

abundant with five Spe‘cié& of wild salmon. Those stoties changed in - _pwif:ct site, gammg access to more-than five nuiles of :eopened

the early 19{)05 when coal mining and assoctated rmiroad building =~ . pawnmg and. 1 Féaring halntars Phase 2 of the, pra]ez:t is schcduicd :
caused extensive alterations to the creek, damaging instream habigit . “for complenion i in August 2{306 ‘For mote: mformauom vmt

and curting off the creek’s meanders. The channel straightening caused wwermka!oon o1g.. L : 3
the formation of a 100t high Watcrfail which blocked access by - Removing b.:rner*: to: fish passage, such as imprepcriy s:ted m_ -
salmon and other fish to miles of upsamzm habitats. Salmon ' . ' _ sized read culverts, is an aasy way 1o mstore acc&si ta arge €as’ of

populations declined, feaving a few remnant Chinook and coho'.
beneath the falls. In 2005, the Chickaloon Vlilage imcimonal Counc:i

' wsrh support from MatSu partners, reconstmcted the stream channel
“in the lnstorm mgancier bé:!d arouud the waterf‘ali ‘Xht n dayd of
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Unnutural seaterfal] obstruction prevesied safman
passage le wpper Moose Creek,
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The Matanuska Susitna Basin Salmon Conservation
Partnership is the first National Fish Habitat Initiative
(NFHI) project recognized in Alaska and is one of
only five fish habitat partnerships seiected nationwide
as initial pilot programs for the initiative.

NEHI §s an unprecedented partnership with a shared interese in prowccting,
restoring and enbancing the nates’s waterways and {isheriee The initiative
brings together angless, farmers, local government planners, conservatsonists,
tribes, community groups, prvaie landowners, state and federal agencies, and
many others to focus national attention on fish habiar, The vision: healthy
fish, healthy habuars, healthy people and healthy economies.

The National Fish Flabitat Inttiatioe is

# Nen-regulatory and voluntary;

® Locally and regronally based, and driven by grassioots partners;
# Focused and wargeted toward fisherios restoration in key watersheds;

® Based on a consolidation of the best scientific expertise on fisheries and

Perched culverts on Swiftwater Creek Mocked
ik passage and rmpasied dream strucnre

By replacing the culverts with « bridge, three
nrtles of fish habitat were reopened for jirovnile

habitat management; sahmor and other species.

® Linked nationally, ro facilitate comprehensive coordination and
evaluation of progress: and

& Sustainable and accountable, recognizing the need for long-term
investments and demonstrable resuls,

The Matansska Swsitng Basin Safmon Conscroatron Dartnership i

{as of April 6, 2006)

Alaska Center for the Emvironment Crrear Land Trow
Alaska Departinent of Fish and Game Knik River Watershed Group
Alaska Department of Envirommental Conservation Matanuska River Watershed Coalition
Alaska Department of Nanmrat Resources Mararuska-Susina Borougls
Alaska Department of Commerce. Community, National Marine Fisheries Service
and Economic Development Nattonal Park Service Rivers, Trails and
Alaska Deparrment of Transportation and Conservation Assistance Program
Public Facilities Nasrve Village of Eklutna
Natunal Resources Conservation Service
The Nature Conservancy

Loeal, ow-the-ground partserships are escutial
\ ) for successfiel waanatinn of fisk babria
Alaska Railroad Corporanon :

Alaskans for Palmer Hay Flats Game Refuge
Bureau of Land Management LS Army Carps of Engincers

Chickaloon Village Tradittonal Counail US Envirenmental Protection Agency
ConocoPhiliips US Fish and Wildhife Service

US Geological Survey

LISDA Forest Service

Wasilla Seil and Water Conservation District

Cook Inietkesper
Priends of Mat-Su
Glacier Ridge Properties

Lt

To join, or far more information on the Mat-Su Basin Partnership, contact:

Carinne Smith Michael Roy Jeanne Hanson Christopher Estes

The Nature Conservancy USFWS-Alaska. Regional Office National Marine Fisheries Service  Alaska Department of Fish and Game
715 L Street, Suite 100 1011 E. Tudor Road 222 West 7th Avenue, #43 333 Raspberry Road

Anchorage, AK 99501 Anchorage, AK 99510 Anchorage, AK 99513 Anchorage, AK 99518

907-276:3133 077863925 907-271-5006 9072672142

corinne_smith@tnc.org - michael_roy@fws.gov .- Jeanne Hanson@noaa.gov christopher_estes@{ishgame.state.ak.us %
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