The Alaska State House of Representatives
Alaskan Public Opinion Survey

Topline Results • n=800
March 4 - 9, 2014

1)

Generally speaking, how would you rate Alaska’s current economy, as far as you’re personally
concerned? Is it...
Very good ............................................................................................. 14%
Good ..................................................................................................... 65%
Not too good ........................................................................................ 16%
-or- Pretty bad ............................................................................................... 3%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 2%

2)

Overall, in your opinion what is the most important issue facing Alaska today?
[VERBATIM COMMENTS TO BE PROVIDED]

3)

In your opinion, is current state spending too high, about right, or too low?
Too high ................................................................................................ 37%
About right ........................................................................................... 36%
Too low ................................................................................................. 16%
Unsure .................................................................................................. 11%

4)

Do you believe the current level of state spending is sustainable in the future?
Yes ........................................................................................................ 41%
No ......................................................................................................... 49%
Unsure .................................................................................................. 10%

5)

With regard to education, if you had to assign a letter grade to Alaska’s K through 12 public school
system, what would it be? Would you give it an A, B, C, D, or F?
A ............................................................................................................ 6%
B............................................................................................................ 31%
C............................................................................................................ 37%
D ........................................................................................................... 15%
F .............................................................................................................. 7%
Unsure (skip Q6) ..................................................................................... 4%
6)

And why do you feel that way?
[VERBATIM COMMENTS TO BE PROVIDED]
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7)
7A) The Alaska Department of Revenue recently released a study which found that, at today’s oil prices,
Alaska’s new oil tax system raises about the same amount of revenue for the state as the previous ACES
oil tax system. The study found that regardless of which oil tax system is used, Alaska will face a major
budget deficit this year. Given that fact, please tell me in your opinion which of the following options is
the best way for the legislature to deal with the budget deficit? First…
Split
sample
set A

Split
sample
set B

Hold the line on spending and use state savings to make up the difference ...............................28%
Enact new taxes like a personal income tax and state sales tax ...................................................11%
Make deep cuts to state spending, even if it means a reduction in some state services.............36%
Use some Permanent Fund earnings to help pay for government, even if it means
smaller PFD checks .......................................................................................................................13%
Other (vol.) ......................................................................................................................................6%
Unsure .............................................................................................................................................6%
7B) The Alaska Department of Revenue recently released a study which found that, at today’s oil prices,
Alaska’s new oil tax system raises about the same amount of revenue for the state as the previous ACES
oil tax system. The study found that regardless of which oil tax system is used, Alaska will face a major
budget deficit this year. In addition, state spending for government operations has grown by 70% since
the year 2006. Given those facts, please tell me in your opinion which of the following options is the
best way for the legislature to deal with the budget deficit? First…
[OPTIONS RANDOMIZED]
Hold the line on spending and use state savings to make up the difference ...............................23%
Enact new taxes like a personal income tax and state sales tax ...................................................17%
Make deep cuts to state spending, even if it means a reduction in some state services.............31%
Use some Permanent Fund earnings to help pay for government, even if it means
smaller PFD checks .......................................................................................................................13%
Other (vol.) ......................................................................................................................................9%
Unsure .............................................................................................................................................7%
And now a few questions regarding ballot measures that will appear on the Primary ballot this August…
8)

One ballot measure would legalize the recreational use of marijuana in Alaska. It would also set terms
for the regulation, taxation, and sale of marijuana. Please tell me, if the election were held today, would
you most likely vote yes to support legalizing marijuana for recreational use, or no to oppose legalizing
marijuana for recreational use?
Yes, support legalizing .......................................................................... 52%
No, oppose legalizing ........................................................................... 44%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 4%

9)

Another ballot measure would increase Alaska’s minimum wage to $8.75 per hour in the year 2015 and
then to $9.75 per hour in the year 2016. After that, the minimum wage would adjust annually for
inflation. Please tell me, if the election were held today would you most likely vote yes to support
increasing the minimum wage, or no to oppose increasing the minimum wage?
Yes, support increasing ........................................................................ 69%
No, oppose increasing .......................................................................... 29%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 2%
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Moving on to the topic of natural gas pipelines…
10)

Currently the state is considering two options regarding construction of a natural gas pipeline. Each
option would require substantial state investment. What is your opinion, should state funds be used to
help pay for a gas pipeline if that’s what it takes to get a gas pipeline built?
Yes ........................................................................................................ 68%
No ......................................................................................................... 24%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 8%

On to some other issues…
11)

A recent report by the State Officers Compensation Commission includes recommendations to increase
the salaries of the governor, lieutenant governor, and state department heads by 1% in the year 2014
and by 2.5% in the year 2015. Would you say you support or oppose these salary increases? …and do
you strongly (support/oppose) or somewhat (support/oppose) them?
Strongly support ..................................................................................... 5%
Somewhat support ............................................................................... 16%
Somewhat oppose................................................................................ 20%
Strongly oppose.................................................................................... 53%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 6%

12)

Regarding fisheries allocation decisions – in times of shortage, do you feel Alaskan’s personal-use and
subsistence fishing should or should not be given priority over other uses?
Should be given priority ....................................................................... 78%
Should not be given priority ................................................................. 15%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 7%

Moving now to education…
13)
13A)

Student graduation rates and test scores in Alaska consistently rank among the lowest in the nation,
despite significant increases in overall state funding for education during the past decade. Given that
fact, in your opinion should the state insist on student performance improvements in our schools before
increasing the state K through 12 education funding formula?
Yes ........................................................................................................ 55%
No ......................................................................................................... 38%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 7%

13B)

When it comes to education funding, there seems to be two schools of thought. Which of the following
statements comes closest to your view…
[STATEMENTS ROTATED]
Some people [Others] argue that education funding increases

Split
sample
set A

Split
sample
set B

should not be linked to student performance improvements. They
believe that without yearly funding increases, it is unreasonable to
expect schools to achieve better results ......................................................48%

Others [Some people] argue that education funding increases
should be linked to student performance improvements. They
believe that simply spending more money is not the answer to
making our schools better ............................................................................44%
Unsure ............................................................................................................8%
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Next I will describe some recent proposals regarding education. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree
with each proposal. First… …and is that strongly (agree/disagree) or somewhat (agree/disagree)?
[QUESTIONS RANDOMIZED]

Strongly
agree

Somewhat Somewhat Strongly
disagree disagree
agree

Unsure

14)

Change existing law to encourage the expansion of
public charter schools ..................................................................29%......... 26% ........ 18% ....... 17% ........ 10%

15)

Allow students to test to receive credit for subjects
they have already mastered .........................................................56%......... 30% .......... 6% ......... 4% .......... 4%

16)

Expand access to vocational and technical education
courses .........................................................................................72%......... 22% .......... 2% ......... 2% .......... 2%

17)

Expand access to regional residential schools in rural
Alaska to give rural students more education choices ................47%......... 31% .......... 9% ......... 7% .......... 6%

Now I’d like to ask a question regarding those proposals and how they might relate to education funding…
18)

The governor recently announced that if the legislature passes education reforms like the ones just
described, he would support an increase to the per student education funding formula known as the BSA.
What do you think – do you agree or disagree with the approach of linking a BSA education funding increase
to the passage of education reforms? …and do you strongly (agree/disagree) or somewhat
(agree/disagree)?
Strongly agree (skip Q19) ..................................................................... 17%
Somewhat agree (skip Q19) ................................................................. 32%
Somewhat disagree .............................................................................. 15%
Strongly disagree .................................................................................. 17%
Unsure (skip Q19) ................................................................................. 19%
19)

And why do you feel that way?
[VERBATIM COMMENTS TO BE PROVIDED]

20)

How familiar are you with the concept of school choice programs as they pertain to K through 12
education? Are you…
Very familiar ......................................................................................... 14%
Somewhat familiar ............................................................................... 34%
Not too familiar .................................................................................... 19%
-or- Have you never heard of the school choice program .......................... 32%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 1%
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21A) Please tell me which of the following two statements comes closest to your view:
[STATEMENTS ROTATED]
Allowing public funds to be used for private schools will lead to an erosion of
Alaska’s public school system (skip Q22A) .............................................................................. 31%
-orAllowing parents to choose where to send their child to school, and allowing a
portion of the public funds to follow the child, will create a healthy competition
and improve the overall performance of Alaska’s schools ...................................................... 61%

Split
sample
set A

Neither/Other (vol.) (skip Q22A) ............................................................................................... 5%
Unsure (skip Q22A) .................................................................................................................... 3%
1) Would you support or oppose amending Alaska’s constitution to allow a school choice program in
22A)
Alaska?
As % of Total Sample
Support .......................................................................................... 74%
45%
Oppose .......................................................................................... 13%
8%
Unsure ........................................................................................... 13%
8%
61%

21) A school choice program allows parents the option of sending their child to the school of their choice,
21B)
whether that school is public or private, including both religious and non-religious schools. The goal is to
improve overall performance by creating healthy competition among the schools. If this program is
adopted, a portion of state funds that are currently allocated to a student’s school district would instead
follow the student to the school of their parents’ choosing.
Split
Would you support or oppose amending Alaska’s constitution to allow a school choice program in Alaska?
sample
…and is that strongly or somewhat support/oppose?
set B
Strongly support ................................................................................... 32%
Somewhat support ............................................................................... 22%
Somewhat oppose.................................................................................. 9%
Strongly oppose.................................................................................... 33%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 4%
Moving on to a few additional questions…
23) Please tell me what percent of state revenue you think comes from oil taxes?
[ASKED AS OPEN-ENDED QUESTION]
90%+ ..................................................................................................... 13%
75-89%.................................................................................................. 15%
51-74%.................................................................................................. 15%
26-50%.................................................................................................. 24%
1-25%.................................................................................................... 16%
Unsure .................................................................................................. 17%
24)

How would you rate the job the Alaska State Legislature is doing – would you say the Legislature is doing an…?
Excellent job ........................................................................................... 1%
A good job ............................................................................................ 51%
Not a very good job .............................................................................. 27%
-or- A poor job ............................................................................................. 15%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 6%
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25)

How would you rate the job Governor Sean Parnell is doing – would you say he is doing an…?
Excellent job ........................................................................................... 6%
A good job ............................................................................................ 48%
Not a very good job .............................................................................. 23%
-or- A poor job ............................................................................................. 18%
Unsure .................................................................................................... 5%

And finally, I have a few more questions for statistical purposes only…
26)

In what year were you born?
18-29 years ........................................................................................... 22%
30-44 years ........................................................................................... 27%
45-59 years ........................................................................................... 27%
60 years or older .................................................................................. 19%
Refused................................................................................................... 5%

27)

How long have you lived in Alaska?
0-9 years ................................................................................................. 8%
10-19 years ........................................................................................... 15%
20 years + ............................................................................................. 77%

28)

What was the last grade of schooling you completed?
Less than high school graduate .............................................................. 4%
High school graduate / GED ................................................................. 26%
Some college or technical school ......................................................... 29%
Graduated college ................................................................................ 28%
Graduate school ................................................................................... 13%

29)

How closely would you say you follow local news and politics in Alaska – very closely, somewhat
closely, not too closely, or not at all closely?
Very closely .......................................................................................... 25%
Somewhat closely................................................................................. 51%
Not too closely ..................................................................................... 18%
Not at all closely ..................................................................................... 6%

30)

Do you consider yourself very conservative, somewhat conservative, moderate, somewhat
liberal or very liberal?
Very conservative ................................................................................. 15%
Somewhat conservative ....................................................................... 29%
Moderate ............................................................................................. 31%
Moderate, leans liberal ........................................................................ 14%
Very liberal ............................................................................................. 5%
Unsure/Refused ..................................................................................... 6%
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31)

Did you register as a Democrat, Republican, Non-Partisan, Undeclared, or something else -- or are you
not registered to vote?
Democrat.............................................................................................. 12%
Republican ............................................................................................ 25%
Non-Partisan......................................................................................... 15%
Undeclared ........................................................................................... 33%
Other ...................................................................................................... 5%
Not registered ........................................................................................ 6%
Unsure/Refused ..................................................................................... 4%

32)

Do you have any children under the age of 18 currently living in your household?
Yes ........................................................................................................ 34%
No ......................................................................................................... 65%
Unsure/Refused ..................................................................................... 1%

33)

Are you or anyone in your household a member of a labor union? …and is that a public employee union?
Yes, public employee............................................................................ 15%
Yes, other union ..................................................................................... 7%
Yes, unsure/refused ............................................................................... 2%
No ......................................................................................................... 73%
Unsure/Refused ..................................................................................... 3%

34)

Gender (not asked)
Male ..................................................................................................... 52%
Female .................................................................................................. 48%

35)

Location (not asked)
Anchorage ............................................................................................ 40%
Southcentral ......................................................................................... 22%
Interior ................................................................................................. 15%
Southeast ............................................................................................. 13%
Rural ..................................................................................................... 10%
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